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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Official Communication mailed April 8, 2003, please enter the 
following amendment and consider the accompanying remarks. 

In the Claims 



Please amend claim 4. The amended claim is provided below in clean form. Pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .121, the amended claim is also shown in Appendix A with notations to indicate 
changes made. For convenience, all pending claims, including those added hereby, are provided 
in Appendix A. 



4. (Twice Amended) A method for treating or preventing a reproductive disease, disorder, or 
condition in an oocyte-producing organism comprising administering to the organism an 
immunogenic composition comprising at least one component selected from the group consisting 
of (a) a polypeptide comprising a zona pellucida protein or an immunogenic fragment thereof 
and (b) a polynucleotide comprising a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide comprising a 
zona pellucida protein or immunogenic fragment thereof. 
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